
 

Holiday Party  - December 20 at 

2:30 

 

Early Dismissal—December 21 at 

12:30 

 

Return to school—January 2  

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!  

SCIENCE  AND MATH  

In Science, students will be learning about water.  We will be discussing and doing 

activities to show water’s unique properties and characteristics.   They will be learning 

about cohesion, states of matter, surface tension and waters’ many uses.  Please make sure 

you review the important vocabulary, facts and procedures with your child for the quizzes 

and tests.  Please save all notes, study guides, and other information throughout the 

marking period.  These will be valuable tools that your child needs to study for the end of 

the unit assessment.  

In Math, our focus is finishing Ch. 3 and beginning Chapter 4. Chapter 3 targets were: 

understanding the meaning of multiplication and division, exploring multiplication and 

division basic facts, identifying factors and multiples, solving life situations 

(story problems) using multiplication and/or division, and identifying/writing/

evaluating algebraic expressions.  Chapter 4 targets are: interpreting data on 

charts, graphs, and tables; creating or completing charts, graphs, and tables; 

telling time to the minute and calculating elapsed time. 

xtramath.org and thatquiz.org are great sites for practicing basic math facts.   

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 2  

 Practice multiplication and division basic 

facts, including 10s 11s and 12s. 

 Read at least 15 minutes each night. 

 Read over science and social studies 

notes, vocabulary. 

G
i
l

b
e

r
t

s
v

i
l

l
e

 
e

l
e

m
e

n
t

a
r

y
 

F
O

U
R

T
H

 G
R

A
D

E
 
 

T O  D O  E A C H  N I G H T  I m p o r t a n t  d a t e s  

In Reading, students will continue 

to read fiction and non-fiction 

materials.  Please encourage your 

child to read each night for at least 

15 minutes.  The only way we get 

better at reading is to practice. 

For writing,  we are working 

to perfect the 6 traits of writ-

ing: ideas, organization, 

voice, word choice, sentence 

fluency, and conventions.  

We are focusing on punctua-

tion and capitalization too. 

Please help your child, as 

necessary, with their spelling 

list each 

week. 

R E A D I N G / L A N G U A G E  a r t s  



Gilbertsville 

elementary 

library time with Mrs. Gramp.  
She will be teaching both library 
and technology skills. Later in the 
year, we will use these skills to 
create PowerPoint presentations.  

 

 

This month we will finish up our 
unit on the Southeast region.  In 
January, we will begin our study 
of the Midwest region.  We will 
concentrate on the characteristics 
of the region and discover how 
these characteristics make each 
region unique. 

 

In the second half of the year, we 
will begin to research the regions 
and the states.  The initial 
instruction on “how to research” 
will occur during our weekly 

S O C I A L  S T U D I E S  

CO-TEACHING CORNER 

Quote on teacher collaboration and building a bridge to student learn-
ing: 

“Walking across the bridge, leaving the familiar ground of working 
alone, is the first act of collaboration.  All parties are on neutral 
territory, with the security of knowing they can return to land 
better, stronger and changed. And perhaps they will return to the 
same side of the bridge even though they started from opposite 

sides.”  Steele, Bell, & George, 2005 

In Marilyn Friend’s research, Co-Teaching: Creating Successful and Sustainable Pro-
grams, she describes the One Teach, One Assist approach. 

 

This approach is used seldom, about 5-10% of the time. This is used more for help-
ing students get used to classroom routines, monitor student work, aide in student 
questioning and informal observations. 

One Teach, One Assist. In a second approach to co-teaching, 
one person would keep primary responsibility for teaching while 
the other professional circulated through the room providing unob-
trusive assistance to students as needed.  

  


